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-REPO E T . 



To His Excellency George William Frederick, Earl of Clarendon, K.G^ 
Lord Lieutenant-General and General-Governor of Ireland, &c., &c. 



May it please your Excellency, 



The General Register' Office, Dublin, 
June, 1849. 



As directed by the Marriages Act, 7 & 8 Vic., chap. 81, see. 56., I 
have now the honour to submit to your Excellency, in order to its transmission 
to “ one of the principal Secretaries of State, a general abstract of the number 
of marriages registered” in Ireland, from the 1st of April, 1845, to the Slst 
of December, 1847, embracing a period of two years andnine months. 

The usual difficulties which attend the operation of a new measure, and the 
delays which I have, in many cases, experienced in obtaining satisfactory returns 
from the clergy, have compelled me to postpone to this period the completion 
of this Report, which being the first made under the Act, I beg to state briefly 
the preliminary steps taken by me to carry out its provisions, in obedience to the 
commands of Lord Heytesbury, then Lord Lieutenant. These were: — 

1 . The formation of all the parishes, townlands, and places in Ireland into 
districts, as directed by sec. 57. 

For this purpose the areas of the Poor Law Unions were approved of by 
His Lordship, as being suitable, not only in extent, but in many other respects. 
Upon this subject I had the honour of addressing the letter in the Appendix, 
marked A, to Mr. Lucas, (then Under-Secretary), for His Excellency’s consi- 
deration. 

2. The selection for approval and appointment by His Excellency of a 
sufficient number of fit persons to act as Registrars of Marriages in these 
districts (sec. 57), which, being co-extensive with the Poor Law Unions, rendered 
necessary the appointment of 130 Registrars to carry out the provisions of the 
Act. From various causes, particularly owing to the small emolument, it was 
with difficulty, in some districts, that proper persons were found willing to under- 
take the duties of the office ; however, before the period at which the Act came 
into operation (April 1, 1845), Registrars were duly appointed in all the prin- 
cipal districts. 

The class of persons holding particular situations, who were considered 
ineligible by the Lord Lieutenant to fill the office of Registrar, with the 
objections to their appointment, will be seen in the letter before referred to 
in the Appendix at A. 

By section 58 a Register Office was to be provided in eacli district for the 
safe custody of the registers ; but as erecting or purchasing these must have 
been attended with considerable delay and expense, it pleased His Excellency 
to approve of my recommendation, that a sum of ten pounds annually should, 
for ffie present, be allowed to each Registrar, as rent for an office, to be provided 
by himself which might, however, be held in a room in his own house, to be set 
apart for the purpose. 

The Appendix (B) contains the circular which I was authorized to address 
to candidates for the situation of Registrar, stating the terms upon which the 
Lord Lieutenant would be pleased to appoint them to that office. 

3. The causing to be printed and supplied to the proper parties, the several 
register books and forms directed by the Act ; as also those which were considered 
necessary for the assistance and information of the clergy generally, of the 
Licensing Ministers, District Registrars, and all others requiring them. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 FIRST REPORT OF THE 

In order to obtain coiTOct lists of the several clumhes * 

“ B^thtsTSflt-arS ““”=‘“5-. tlio necessary roj^ster 

books and forms for the use of the several churches and meeting-houses in Rdand. 

In addition to the register hoolis and forms for certihed copies, the clergy ol 

the Ertabl led C imch have been supplied with a copy of the Marriages Act ; 
the Jistamisnea niimcii . ai c ^ 1 1 Renistrars ; “ Nil” certifacates, to 

te‘*S’'in'tliose ea^ffi in which, during the quarter, no marriage has been 
riSerod covers fetS lafe irausmifsion of the certified copies, to the 
Registrars ■ also forms of letters to aceompauy them. Presbyterian Mimsters, 
rIsS Ote of the Society of Friends, Secretaries of Synagogues and 
Disi'ict Rigistrars have also been furnished with these ^ ^ 

tioiT? to suit the marriage ceremony in use by each denomination. 

A circular {Appendix F,) ivas addressed by me to each person upon whom 
the duty of Registering Marriages was imposed similar to that issued by fli 
R^strai-General in England, when the Acts 6 & 7 Wm. IV chaps. 8» & 80, 
catfe into operation, containing- very minute instructions relative to the dis- 

first three mouths (ending 30th June, 18.46) 
during which the Act was in operation, I caused a supply of ot 

kindsf sufficient for two years’ returns, to be sent to the sSeniidzed- 

the several places of worship in which marriages might laMtulIy he solenimzed, 
upon which occasion 1 forwarded to them the circular miu-ked G m the Appendix. 
T ill oX to make the Registrars acquainted with the extent of their 
districts, and the places of -worship from winch quarterly returns should bo 
received I sent to them the circular and form of table given 
at H bv which means I was enabled to gam some useful mfoimation whilst the 
ReJ’stoiirw^e thus made aware of the exact limits within which then- duties 

X*’X'*stvmS'’fo'rms supplied to the Re.gisirars . to assist them in tlm 
perfoi-mance of their duties, together with the mstriictions i®“ed to thorn i - 
tive thereto, may be known on reference to the circulars m the Appendix fiohi 

^ Strong Ijoxesto hold the register books” have been fm-nislied. to 
the Registrars, as directed by sec. 00. 'Hioy were made by contra^^^^ altci 
public advertisement, under the superintendence of the Board of Oidnauce. 

^ 7. The “ Notices” pursuant to sec. 82 were extensively circulated previous to 
the Act coming into operation, through the medium of the Boards of Guaidiaiio, 
the District Registrars, and also by the Coiistabulary, who wero ^ 
to perform this duty by their Inspectoi-Genoral, Sir Duncan M G egoi, K.C. B., 
who has, on various occasions, afforded valuable assistance, to enable mo to carry 
out the provisions of the Act; and I beg to state, that 

him that many complaints had reached me oi the oe obrotion o illcgM 
marriages, he addressed a circular upon the subject (Appendix R, ) to the Con 
stabulary, which has had a very beneficial effect in cbockmg a sysie^m t ho ^ 
of so much crime and misery. I have also to acknowledge the ready assisunce 
afforded by the Commissioners of the Metropolitan Police, which has been attended 

with the same good results. . xi iciPv,,,,! 

8. The lists required by sec. 41 hare been printed for the years 18 IG and 
1847, and a copy thereof sent to each Registrar. , . 

As regards the appointment of Licensing Ministers under tho provisioiis of 
sec. 7, the Lord Lieutenant being of opinion that too large a number had been 
nominated in several Presbyteries, I was authorized to address to the Ucyhs ot 
such Presbyteries the circuhirs, marked T and U in the Appendix, which luid 
the effect desired by His Excellency. 

» A COPT of this circular, accompanied by the letter marked S i« the Appendix, is sent by mo to 
those clcrg^iou from irhoin information is received of the celebration of illegal mamagea withm 
their parislies. 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL OF MARRIAGES IN IRELAND. 

The folio wmg Table exhibits the number of Churches and Chapels of the 
Established Church, Presbyterian Meeting-houses, and Registered Buildings in 
each District in Ireland, in which Marriages might lawfully be celebrated ’on 
31st December, 1847 : — ’ 
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FIRST REPORT OF THE 



Of the 491 Preshyterian meetiog-hoeses registered under section 7, 441 aie 
in connexion with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Chmmh m Ireland 
27 with the Reraonstrant Synod of Ulster; 9 with the ^ ' a’ of 

with the Presbrterv of Munster; 3 with the United Presbytery, oi Synod ot 
Munster • and 4 with the United Original Seceding Presbytery of Tiawa and 
Derry Of the 72 buildings registered under section 27, 34 belong to Wesleyan 
Methodists- 1 3 to Reformed Presbyterians ; 9 to Independents ; 4 to Baptists, 
3 S Moravians, or United Brethren ; and 9 to sects whose particular tenets are 

™The‘ number of Licences issued by Presbyterian Licensing Ministers, and 
by District Registrars, during the period embraced in the abstracts was as 
follows : — 
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of 
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1 
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The number of Licenoos issued by 130 District K-egirtrars during the 
period was, in the nine last months of 1846, 394; in 1848, 619 ; and m 1847, 

*’^The Tables given in this Report have been framed on a plan uniform with that 
adopted in England, in order to admit of statistical comparison ; at present, How- 
ever, but little use can be made of them for so desirable an object, as the Act 
in this country^ talces. cognizance of the marriages of so small a proportion ol 

The^following Table shows the mode in wliicli the marriages enumerated 
in the abstracts were performed : — 





1845 

(!) last montlis.) 


1846. 


1847. 


According to the rites of the Estnbllshed Church, . 
Not according to the rites of the Established Church, 

Totals, 


4,118 

1,996 


5,760 

3,584 


4,321 

2,622 


6,114 


9,344 


6,943 



The decrease in the number of mandages registered in 1847, compared with 
those ref^istered in 1840, is so great as to demand very serious attention but as_ 
the provisions of the Act 7 & 8 Vic. chap. 81, do not e.vtend to the marriages of 
Roman Catholics, who, from the Census taken by the Commissioners ot Public 
Instruction in 1834, are stated to comprise nearly eighty-oiie per cent, ot the 
populatioiD, no data exist by which to arrive at any satisfactory calculation 
of the diminution of the number of marriages of the entire population in 
the year 1847 ; when, however, the fearful ravages arising from famine and 
disease, and the amount of emigration from Ireland which has taken place since 
1845, are considered, there can he no doubt that the decrease in tho^ number of 
marriages of all sects and classes in this country, during the brief period referred 
to, must have been very great; and it may with but too much reason be concluded 
that the diminution of the population from these causes, during the same period, 
has also been very considerable. _ i • i. 

The following Table exhibits the principal facts of interest, connected with 
the abstracts ; and, in a certain degree, the state of education of the persons 
married ; in this latter respect the tables may hereafter be of use in marking the 
relative progress of education in this country 
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It IS much to be regretted, that no general system of registration of the- 
births, marriages, and deaths exists in Ireland; from the frequent reference, 
however, to the subject in Parliament, and the unanimous feeling which now 
prevails ^ to its great utility, not only for statistical, hut also for sanatory pur- 
poses, it is to be hoped that the many important benefits of such a system will 
soon be extended to_ this country. _ The following is an extract from the Seventh 
Report of the Registrar-General in England, page 17, on this truly interesting 
and national subject ; — ■ ° 

" Returns of the marriages, births, and deaths are not published for Spain, Greece 
Hungary, Transylvama, or Turkey ; with these exceptions, Ireland and Scotland are, I 
believe, the only paiis of the civilized states of Europe in which authentic official registers 
of these important events ate not kept. In Spain I understand that tlie births, deaths, 
^d marriages are registered by the clergy, though no returns ai*e jet made to the 
Government. The marriages of members of tlie Church of England, of Presbyterians, and 
of other denominations of Protestants, are registered in Ireland under a recent Act of 
Parliament, and returns of their numbers are made. These returns are imperfect, as they 
do not include the marriages of llomau Catholics. 

“ I submit to you that the nmniages, births, and deaths of the people of Scotland, 
Ireland, and England, should all be registered on a uniform plan ; and that the inquiry, 
which has already been so successful and beneficial in England, into the causes of deaths, 
should be extended to Ireland and Scotland. Like the institution of the Coroner’s Jury, 
this inquiiy deters from, or detects crime, fosters a reverence for human life, and by 
discovering the causes of premature death in the various circumatauees of the population, 
wBI contribute to the progress of the science of medicine, diminish suffering, and lead to 
the prolongation of human life to its natural term. No argument that I arn aware of can. 
be used in favoui- of registration which does not apply to Scotland and Ireland.” 

I had hoped to have accompanied this Report with an abstract of the marriages 
registered in. 1848, but I regret to say, I have not yet been able to collect the 
'• Certified Copies” for tliat year from tlic several partie.s who are required to 
make the Quarterly Returns, so as to enable me to state the numbers with 
sufficient accuracy ; I have therefore considered it advisable to defer doing so 
until 1850, when the abstracts for 1848 and 1849 may be given together. 



I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient faithful servaqk 

WILLIAM DONNELLY, 

Registrar-GeneraL 
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FIRST REPORT OF THE 



Abstract of Marriages Registered in Ireland, under the Pro-mions of the Act 7 & 8 Vic., c. 81, in the Nine 
last Months of the year 1845, being the iieriod of that year during which the Act was in operation. 




* The Districts we cfr-exteasive with the Poor Law Unions. 
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KEGTSTRAR-GENERAL OF MARRIAGES IN IRELAND. 



Abstract of Marriages Re^sterod in Ireland under the proTisions of the Act 7 & 8 Vic., c. 81, in the Nine last 
Months of the year 1845, being the period of that year dming which the Act was in operation— coK^;nnei. 
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3 


5 


4 




48 


Cl 


43 


51 


41 


34 


27 


40 


40 


40 


32 


34 


20 


12 


21 






17 


20 


22 


15 


11 


14 




76 


74 


70 


55 


52 


72 


83 


76 




10 


IG 


18 


19 


4 






63 


45 


C4 


59 


56 


54 


40 




4 


10 


3 


e 


6 


11 


2 






92 


71 


G9 


63 


G4 


75 






121 


122 


117 


95 


116 


126 


114 




7 


9 


5 


10 


5 


4 




9 


5 


2 


- 


2 


1 


1 




49 


44 


34 


40 


39 




22 






1 


1 


3 


3 


_ 


C 




12 


5 


C 


3 


3 


1 


1 






- 


- 


1 


1 


1 


_ 


1 






2 


C 


6 


2 


5 




4 


2 


4 


5 


4 


3 


1 




4 


2 


10 


15 


12 








48 


19 


21 


30 


16 


22 


17 


36 




— 


1 


3 


1 


1 


2 






10 


8 


10 


4 


7 






13 


14 


20 


12 


14 


9 


17 






- 


2 


3 


7 


1 


3 






7 


8 


6 


9 


5 


7 


4 


- 


- 


- 


2 


1 


C 


1 






10 


6 


6 


5 


2 


3 






7 


4 


4 


4 


4 






18 


8 


12 


6 


2 


■ 3 


1 


10 








- 


1 


2 










2 


2 


1 


- 


2 


3 



1. Abbeyleix, 

2. Antrim, 

3. Ardee, 

4. Armagh, 

5. Atlilone, 

6. Athy, 

7. Bailicboi'ougb, 

8. Ballina, 

2. Baliinasloe, 

10. Ballinrobe, 

11. Ballycastle, 

12. Ballymena, . 

13. Ballymoney, 

14. Ballyshannon. 

15. Balrothery, 

16. Baltingloss, 

17. Banbridge, 

18. Bandon, 

19. Bantry, 

20. Belfast, 

21. Boyle, 

22. Caliirsiveeu, 

23. CaBan, 

24. Carlow, 

25. Carrichmacross, 

26. Oarrick-on-Shajiuon, 

27. Carricl:-on-Suir, 

28. Caahol, 

29. Castlebar, . 

30. Castleblayney, 

31. Castledei'g, . 

32. Castlerea, 

33. Cavan, 

34. Celbridgc, . 

35. Clifdon, 

36. Gogheeu, . 

37. Cloghcr, 

38. Clones, 

39. Clonnipl, 

40. Coleraine, . 

41. Coolcstown, . 

42. Cooteliill, . 

43. Cork, 

44. Donegal, 

45. Downiiatrict, 

46. Drogheda, . 

47. Dublin, Noi-tli, 

48. Dublin, South, 

49. Dundalk, 

50. Dunfanagliy, 

51. Dungannon, 

52. Dungorvan, . 

53. Dunnianway, 

54. Dunshaughtin, 

50. Edenderry, , 

56. Ennis, 

57. Enniscorthy, 

58. Enniskillen, 

59. Bnnistymon, 

GO. Fernioy, 

61. Galway, 

62. Glenties, 

63. Gorey, 

64. Qort, 

65. Gortin, 

66. Gmnard, 

67. Inishowcn, 

68. Kanturk, 

69. Kells, 



Quarter endcil 
!30,jSej.t, 30.1 Dec. Si, 
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Abstkict on lliEiiiiGBS Registered in Maud, during each Quartet from that commeneiug 1st April. 1845 
to that enamg; 31st December, 1847 — continued. ^ ' 















DISTRICTS. 




unrter es 


ed 






June 30 


Sept, SO 


Dm, 31. 


Mu. 31 


70. Eenmare, , 










Vi. Jiilkeel, 


7 








72. Kilkeimv, . 


7 


5 






rd, ItiJJarner, . 










74. Kilmallook, 










75. Jlilrash. 










76. Kinsale, 










77. Larue, . . , 


IS 








78. Letterkanny, . 


9 


10 






79. Limerick, . 


35 


37 






80. Lieburn, . . . 


42 








81. Lisinore, . 










82. Lisnaakea, . 


19 








83. Listowel, . 










84. Londondeiry, . 


35 


36 






85. Lon^ibrd, . 


6 








86. Louirkrea, . 


2 








87. Lo^Ttbei-stoTTH, 


7 


17 


21 




88. Lutgan, . . . 


55 








89. Macroom, . 










90. Maglierafelt, 


33 








91. Mallotr, 










92. MnnorhamiltOD, 










98. Middletoa,. 










94. Milford, . . , 


8 








95. MohiU, . 


4 








96. Monaghan, . . 


16 


23 






97. Moiintmeliiok, 


16 








98. Mullingar. . 




6 




12 


99. Naas, 










100. Naran, 










101. Nenaffh, . . 


8 








102. Newcastle, 










103. New Ross, 










104, Ncwi-y, 


38 


46 






105. Newtownards, 










106. Newtownlimavacly, 


28 


14 


19 




107. Oldcastle, , . , 


6 








108. Omagh, 


21 








IU9. i'arsonstown, . 










110. Eathdown, 


18 








111. Eathdruni, 


9 








112. Rathkealc, 










113. Roscommou, 










114. Iloscrea, . , 


7 








115. ScaiTiir, . . . 










116. Siiillelagh. . 


3 


4 


10 




ilV. bkihbereen, . , 


12 








118. Sligo, 


10 


13 


20 




119. Strabane, . 










120. Str.anoriar, 










121. Swineford, 










122. Thurles, . 










123. Tipfierary, . 


5 


3 


2 






8 


8 






125. Trim, 










12G. Tuam, 










127. Tuhamore, . 










128 . Watertord, 


7 








129. Wostport, . 


5 








130. Wexford, . . 


9 




7 


5 


Totals, . 


1,742 


S,039 


2,333 


2,680 



2,316 1,797 1 1,555 1 1,597 1,9 
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APPENDIX. 



Copies of Correspondence; also of Circulars, &e., addressed to the Clergy, 
District Registrars, and others, during the years 1845 and 1846, relative to 
the duties required of them under the provisions of the Marriages Act, 7 & 8 
Vic., c. 81. 



6, Upper Gardiner-street, Dublin, 
Septemh^ 17, 1844. 

Ill obedience to tbo commands of the Lord Lieutenant, I have the honour to submit 
the folio-wing observations -wHch contain my “ views as to the proper size and arr.'uigemcnt 
of the Districts for the purpos(a of the JIarriages Act.” 

After the fullest consideration I can give the subject, I still entertain the opinion which 
I had the honour of expre^ing in person to His Excellency on the 9th instant, that the 
present division of Ireland into Poor Law Unions, affords the fittest and most convenient 
Emit for the district of each registrar to be appointed in pursuance of the Act. Of the 
many reasons which occur to me for the adoption of the ai-eas of tire Poor Law Unions 
for the purposes of the Mairiages Act, I beg to offer a few.— In genei-al the centre 
of each Union has been fixed in, or adjacent to, some populous or market town; in 
these to-wns I would require the registrars to reside, or at least hold the offices to be 
provided under section 58 ; it is evident, I think, that this position of the registrar will, 
upon the whole, he found the most convenient to all persons resident within each union; 
and the viciniiy of his office to the workhouse, -will enable him to transmit, -with 
facility, to -the clerk of the guardians tlie notices of aU intended marriages, as directed 
by section 15. Should the areas of the Unions be adopted, 130 wcU-defined districts 
would thus be established ; and if hereafter it be found advisable to add to their number. 
His Excellency has power to divide that district which may bo found too lai-gc, and by 
the appointment of an adflitional registi-ar, to remedy any proved iuconvcnienco. 

With regard to the persons whom it may please the Lord Lieutenant to appoint to the 
situation of registi-ar, and upon whose eligibility and attention to their duties the success 
of the measure will mainly depend, — as section 57 imposes upon tlio hulivid-oal filling the 
office of Registrar-General the painful task of remo-ving such as may he found iucompetent, — 
I beg to offer a few obsei-vatious on this subject, which I hope may not be cousidoi’cd as 
going beyond His Excelieucy’s commands. 

Several applications having been received by me from ministers, both of the Estab- 
liahed and Presbyterian Chuvdies, seeking to flU the Office of registrar, I am induced to 
say, -that in my opinion this office ought not to be filled by a minister of any religious 
denomination. The disa-etionary power vested in the registi-ar by the 23rd section, and 
the duties imposed on him by sections 29 and 30, are, if not incompatible -with the sacred 
calling, at least not such as are calculated to induce additional confidence and respect 
for it. 

Many recommendations in favour of peraons acting as clerks to tho hoards of guoi'- 
dians have also reached me. In my view, it would not bo judicious that such persons, how- 
ever eligible in other respects, should be appointed registrars. The unfortunate clamour 
which £as been excited against the Poor Law generally in Ireland, and its unpopularity 
in some parts of the country, render it desirable, I conceive, to keep separate tho admi- 
nistration of two measures, whose objects are so dissimilai’ ; and though I am aware the 
practice is otherwise in England, yet, in defei-ence in some degree to tJie prejudices, and 
in many cases to the pride of the lower classes in this country, who might, perhaps, by 
reason of that clamour, associate in their minds the idea of receiving relief as paupers with 
the performance of tho marriage ceremony, were the offices in question united, I submit to 
His Excellency on these grounds, that the appointment of dorks of guardians is not 
desirable. 

For reasons which will occur to His Excellency, I would also submit that pei'sons, 
however respectable, having licences to retail spirituous liquors, do, &c., should not bo 
intrusted -with the duties of registrar ; nor, in my opinion, should persons acting in that 
capacity be pemiitted to hold their office in any house in which spirituous liquors aro sold. 

From the great n-umber of applications which have, I understand, been made to tho Lord 
Lieutenant, I have no doubt but that discreet and higbly-respcctahlo individuals may he 
found desirous of filling the office of registrar, particulaidy in the province of Ulster — 
with -which I am more intimately acquainted ; and though the duties of registrar aro of a 
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pm-ely avR character, yet I think it is most important that the persons to be appointed, 
possess the confidence and respect of their ueighboui-s, and espeaally of the clergy of all 
donomioations, whose vanoos fioeks are affected by this measure. I haye to apologize for 
trespassing upon you at such length; and requesting that you wRl be so kind as to brinfr 
these, my news, imder tlie consideration of the Lord Lieutenant, ° 

I have the honour to be, sir, yoni' obedient seiwant, 

Edward Lucas, Esq. WiLLiAa Donnelly, Registrar-General. 



Sm, 



Eubliii Castle, 

October 28, 1844. 



I am directed hy the Lord Lieutenant to state that His Excellency has been pleased 
to approve of the suggestions contained in your letter of the 17th ultimo, with reference 
to Appomtments under the new Marriage Act. 

I am, sir, youi- obedient servant. 

The Registrar-General of Marriages. E. Lucas. 



B. 



The General Register Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 

I have to acquaint you that the Lord Lieutenant has been pleased to appoint you 
to the office of registrar, under the provisions of the Marriages Act, 7 and 8 Vic., chap. 81, 
for the district of upon your giving security to me as llegistrar-General, by your 

bond, in the sum of one hundred pounds, for the duo and faitliful execution of the 
office ; and I have further to inform you, that in addition to the fees set forth in the A c t, 
pu will he allowed the sum of ten pounds anmiaUy, as rent for an office, which you may 
hold in a room to be set apart for that purpose in your dwelling-house, provided, upon 
examination, it be found fit and convenient. 

The districts established under t!ie provisions of the Act are co-extonsive with the Poor 
Law Unions, at the centre of which each registrar must hold his office ; and it is to be 
distinctly understood, that no registrar will be permitted to hold it in any house in which 
spirituous liquors are sold. 

You will 6© pleased to inform me with as little delay as posable, whether you are 
willing to undertake the duties of Registrai’ of Marriages for the district of 
upondio terms herein stated; and if so, you will enclose me a post-office order for the sura 
of £l 15a., that being the amount of stamp duty upon your bond, which shall then he 
forwarded to you with the necessary instructions for its execution. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

"WiLLiAai Donnelly, Registrar-General 



C. 

6, Upper Cardinei’-street, Dublin, 

My Lord, Marc/i 1, 1845. 

As the Marriages Act, 7 and 8 Tic., chap. 81, sec. 63, directs that register hooks he 
supplied to tho clergy of the Established Church, may I take the liberty of requesting that 
your lordship will be so kind as to have directions given to the registrar of the diocese 
of to fm-nish to me, with all convenient despatch, an accurate list of all the 

churches and chapels within the diocese in which marriages may he lawfully solemnized, as 
also the names oi the respective rectors, vicars, or curates, witii their pos^towns, in order 
that I may forward to them the register books without delay, as the act will come into 
full operation after the 31st instant. 

I beg to say I did apply for this information at the office of the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners, but have been, unable to obtain it with sufficient accuracy. 

I have the honour to be yom- lordship’s most obedient servant. 

The Right Rev. William Donnelly, Registrar-General 

The Lord Bishop of 



6, Upper Gardiner-street, Dublin, 

My Lord, March 4, 1845. 

As the Marriages Act, 7 and 8 Vic., chap. 81, sec. 2, requires that the surrogate 
or other person having authority to grant licences for marriage, shall enter all notices 
received by him in “ The Marriage Notice Book,” to be supplied for that purpose ; 
may I request that your lordship will have the kindness to have directions given .to the 
surrogate of the diocese of to furnish me with an accurate list of all persons 
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in the diocese, with their respective addresses, who are authorized to grant marriage 
licences, in order that the necessary books and forms may be forwarded to them by me 
without delay. 

I have the lionour to be your lordship’s most obedient servant, 

27i6 Right Rev. William Donnelly, Registrar- General. 

The Lord Bishegy of 



E. 

Notice furnished by the Registrar-Geneil\l, under the provisions of the Act for Marriages 
in Ireland, and for Registering saoh Mamages. 

Acts required to le done hy Persons who may be desirous of solemnizing Marriage after 

the Slst day of March, 1845, under the frovisions of the Act of the 7th and 8th of 

Victoria, cap. 81. 

1. Marriages, according to the rites and ceremonies of the United Church of England and 
Ireland, may be celebrated after publication of banns, or by licence, or by special licence, 
as heretofore ; or they may be celebrated upon the production of the registrar’s certificate, 
granted under the provisions of the recent act, in lieu of banns. 

When it is intended that a marriage shall be solemnized by licence, (other than a special 
licence,) a notice must be given by one of the parties who shall have resided for not less 
than seven days in the parish named in such notice, to tlic surrogate, or other poraon 
having authority to grant tho licence ; which notice shall be signed by the person giving 
it, and should be in tho form prescribed in the schedule A, annexed to the act, or to tho 
like effect. 

The licence cannot be obtained untQ after seven days from the giving such notice. 

When it is intended that a marriage shall he celebrated upon the registrar’s certificate, 
and both parties have resided in tlio same district for not less than seven days, one. of 
the parties must give the registrar of such district a notice, pursuant to the form directed 
by schedule A, annexed to the act, and containing the foUowiug particulars : — 

The name and surname of each of tlie parties. 

■Whether bachelor or widower, spinster or widow. 

Tlioir respective lank or condition, 

"Whether minors or of full age. 

Their respective dwelliiig-placos. 

Whether they hare residc<l within tlic district more than tme calcndor month, or if not, how long. 

In what church or building tlic marriage is to bo solcimiizod. 

The distiict and county in which the other party resides, when they dwell in different districts. 

In case tbe parties shall reside in dift'erent districts, notice must bo given to tho registrar 
of each district, hy one of the parties, who shall have dwelt not less than seven days in 
each district respectively. 

A copy of such notice will bo entered by the registrar of the ilisti-ict in a book 
called “ Tho Mai-riage Notice Book,” which will be open at all reasonable times, without 
foe, to all persons desirous of inspecting the same. 

AH notices of intended marriage received by tho registrar of tho district, ai-c to be. 
transmitted by him to tho clerk to the guardians of the poor, and such clerk is rcyuived 
to read the same at tlircc weekly meetings of the guai-ditvns, or, if such meetings arc not 
held weekly, at any mcotiug of the guardians within twenty-one days from the day 
of tho notice being entered in tbe Marriage Notice Boole. And after the expiration of 
seven days if tbe maniage is to be solemnized hy licence, or of twenty-ono days if tho 
marriage is to ho solemnized without licence, after tlio entry of the notice, even tliongh no 
such meeting of the board of guardians sliall have been held, and if no impediment has 
been shown, the registrar of the district may bo required to issue a cortifieato. 

2. Mai-rii^es between panics both of whom ai-o Fresbyteriaus, or of whom one only is 
a Presbyterian, may bo solemnized according to tho forms used by I’rcsbyteriaiis, by the 
licence of a Presbyterian minister authorized to grant licences, in moctiug-honses, duly 
certified, between the hours of eight in the morning and two in tlio iiftonioon, with opeii 
doors, aud iu the presence of two or more credible witnesses ; provided there bo no lawful 
impediment to tlie marriage of such jiarties. 

After tho thirty-first day of March, 1846, in every case of a marriage by a Presbyterian 
miuister between two rreabjfterians, otherwise than by licence, banns of matiimony must 
bo published by or in the presence of a Presbyterian minister, in tho Preshytoiian 
meeting-house, duly certified, frequented hy the congregation of which tho parties to be 
married shall be members, upon three Sundays preceding the solemnization of the 
marriage, during the time of mvine service, and any such marriage by a Presbyterian 
minister must be solemnized in such meeting-house, and not elsewhere : and whenever it 
shall happen that the parties to bo married by a Presbyterian minister shall bo members 
of different congregations, the banns must in like manner bo published in tho certified 
Presbyteriau nieeting-liouse frequented by the congregation of which each of tho parties 
to he married shall be a member ; and any such marriage by a Presbyterian minister must 
be solemnized in one of the certified Presbyterian meeting-houses where such hanns shall 
have been published, aud in no other place whatsoever : and before such m<arriago shall be 
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certificate of the Pi-esbytcrian miuistor'by whom or in wliose presence the 
th^P published m the other certified meeting-house, must bo delivered to 

the Prosbytenaii minister solemnizing such man-iage. . s'- oe utuveiea to 

c® ““St, six ckj-s at the least before the time reouired for the 

first pubheabon of such banns, deliver or cause to bo delivered to such PresbvtoriaTi 
minister a notice in wnting of tlicir true Christian and surnamos, and of the conjn-e^ation 
or con^egations of which they shall respectively be members, and of the bouse S housJs 
of their respective abodes, aud of the time during wliieh they have dwelt, inhabited or 

lodged 111 such house or houses respectively. luuaouea, or 

Ono of the parties intending mariiage must appear personallv hefore the Presbvterian 
immster authonzed to grant hcences, and must make and subscribe an oath, or a Llemn 
affirmation or declaration, instead of taking an oath, (which oath, affirmation, or declaration 
iwr”^ n- she beheveth that there is not any 

S on«?f Z alhan^ or other lawful hindi-ance to the said mariiage, and 

immediately before the day 

TOtbm which the marriage is to be solenmized, and that they are both of the full a4 of 

age o£ twent|-one 

years, that the consent of the person or persona whose consent to such marriace is 
re(juired by law has been obtained thereto, or that there is .no person having authoiEv to 
give such consent, or that such party is a widower or widow, as the case may be. 

tJie pMty so appearing personally must, seven days before the licence shall be 
dehvered to him, produce a certitfeate according to the form prescribed in the act, or to 
the hke effect, from tlie nunistcr of the congregation of which he or she shall be a 
member, and h^ been a member for at least ono calendar month preceding ; a true copy 
of wluoh certificate is to be entered in a book to bo called - The Mai-riago Eotice Book’’ 
which book will bo open at all reasonable times, without fee, to all pcraoiis desirous of 
inspecting the &ame ; aud for cDteriiig overy such notice tho minister will be entitled to 
a fee of ono shilling. 

3. Persons (except Quakers aud J ews) desirous of solemnizing marriage not according to 
the rites and ceremonies of the United Church of England and Irelaitd, may be married 
according to other rites aud ceremonies, on production of a certificate, (obtained as above 
menrioned,) in a registered place of worship, (stated in the notice of such man-iage,) 
provided that every such mai-riago shall be solenmized with open doors, between the hours 
of eight in tho morning and two in the afternoon, in tlio presence of the registi-ar of the 
distnct m which such registered building is situate, and of two or more credible -witnesses : 
provided also that in some part of the ceremony, and in the proseiicc of such registrar 
and witnesses, each of tho parties shall declare as follows : 



“ I Jo solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful impediment why I, A B, may not be joined 
in matrimony to C D.” And oach of the parties sball say to tbo other, "I call imoa these persons 
hero present to witness that I, A B, do t^co thee, C D, to bo my lawful wedded [wife or husband].” 

Provided also that there he no lawful impodimoiit to tho marriage of such parties. 

_ After seven days from tho entry of tlic notice, if the marriage is intended to be bad by 
licence, and after twmty-om days, if luithout licence, tho registrar of the district may be 
requhed to grant his certificate for marriage, hut only for marriage in buildings registered 
within his district or in his office ; but before any such licence can be granted by him, one 
of the parties intending man-iage must appear personally before liim; and in case he 
shall not be tho registrar of tho district to whom notice of such intended marriage was 
given, must deliver to him tho certificate of the regiatrar of the district to whom such 
notice shall have been given; aud such party must malco oath, or must malce his or her 
solemn affirmation or declai-ation, instead of taking an oath, tliat bo or she believeth that 
there is not any impediment of kindi-ed or alliance, or other lawful hindrance to the said 
marriage, and that one of tho said parties hatli for the space of fifteen days immediately 
before the day of the grant of such hcence had his or her usual place of abode Avithin the 
district within which such marriage is to be solemnized ; and where either of tlie parties 
shall be under the age of twenty-one years, that the consent of the person or persons 
whose consent to sudi marriage is required by law, has been obtained thereto, or that there 
is no person, having authority to give such consent, or that such party is a widow or 
widower, as the case may be. 

5. Persons objecting to be married either according to the rites and ceremonies of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, or according to the foms prescribed for marriages 
by Presbyterian ministers, or in any such registered building, may, after notice and 
certificate as aforesaid, solemnize marriage on any day, except Sunday, at the office of the 
registrar of the district, with open, doors, between the hours of eight in the morning and 
two in the afternoon, in the presence of the registrar of the district, and in the presence 
of two witnesses, making -the declaration and using tlie form of words required in the 
case of marriage in a registered building, as above men-tioned. 

Quakers may contract and solemnize marriage according to the usages of their society, 
provided both parties are of that society, and that notice shall have been given to the 
registrar of the district, and a certificate of such registrar shall have been issued as 
before mentioned. 

C2 
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Jews may likewise contract and solemnize marriage according to the us^es of the 
Jewish religion, under similav provisions and restrictions as stated in respect of Quakers. 

Every maiTiage of which notice has heen entered as aforesaid, must be solemnized 
within, three calendiir mouths after such entry, or the notice must be renewed. 

Every marriage solemnized after the 31st of March, 1845, under the provisions of this 
act for marriages in Ireland, in any other manner than as therein directed, wDl bo null and 
void. But there is no alteration in regard to marriages by Pioman Catholic priests : sucli 
mairiages may continue to be celobiutcd in the same manner and subject to the same 
limitations and restrictions as heretofore. 

Be it also particularly ohscired, that if any valid marriage shall be had under the 
provisions of the act for inandages in Ireland by means of any wilfully false notice, 
certificate, or declaration, made by cither party to sucli maraage, as to any matter to 
wliich a notice, certificate, or declaration is therein regiiired, hei- Majesty’s Attorney- 
General or Solicitor-General may sue, in the Court of Chancery or Court of Exchequer 
in Ireland, for a forfeiture of all estate and interest in any property accruing to the 
offending party by such manaage ; and the proceedings tliereupon and consequences 
thereof will he the same as are provided in the like case with regard to marriages 
solemnized in. England by licence before the passing of this act, according to tire rites of 
the Church of England. 

N.B. — Copies of the several foi-ms and notices referred to in the foregoinQ, can be had 
on applicatiati to the offices of the respective District licgistrars. 

The dist)'iets to be established under the provisions of the act, will be co-extensive with 
the Poor Law Unions, at the Centre ofu'hich each registrar must hold his office. 

, WiLLTAM Donnelly, Pegistrar-Gene^'al. 

The General Register Office, King's Inns, Dublin, 

Februarg 29, 1845. 



F. 

The General Register Office, King’s Rins, Dublin, 
Rev. Sib, June, 1845. 

I beg to call your particular attention to the duty which has devolved upon j’ou, 
not only of rec/istei'ing in dipUcate, those marriages, w'hicli you may from time to time 
celebrate, under the provisions of the Act, 7t!i and Stir Vic., chap. 81, but more cspceiidly 
at this period to tlic (iOth section, in reference to the certified copies of marriages which 
are to be sent qxiai-terbj to the rogiatrav of the district in which the church or chapel, for- 
which you make the return, is situated, in order to their being transmitted to this ofiico. 

The districts arc in all cases of equal extent with the Poor Law Unions, and the regis- 
trar holds his office in or near that town or place where the workhouse is situated. 

It is of the utmost importance that jiains ho taken by you in having the entries of 
marriages in tho register books carefully copied into the certified forma, (which wove 
furnished to you by mo for this purpose, at the time you received tho dnjdicato register 
hooks,) written in a plain legible hand, iiiasraucii as you will pci’ccivo, on reference to the 
71st section of the act, a co])y of wliich was forwarded to you for your information 
and guidance, "that all certified copies of entries, stamped with the seal of this office, 
shall he received as evidence of the marriage to which the same relates, %vithout any 
further or othe^- proof of such entry." I need scarcely observe wliat a serious responsibility 
is imposed on all persons authorized to register marriages under this act, as a careless 
entry might bo attended with very distressing results to any i>arty w’ho should bo so 
unfortunate a.s to have an impeyfect entry of thdr marriage made in tlio register books, 
and might involvo their descendants in legal proceedings of a painful character; 1 therefore 
confidently liopo that you will ai<l the legislature, as far as in you lies, in carrying out 
the very important provisions of this act, "for providing tlio moans for a register of tho 
marriages of Her Majesty’s subjects in Ireland.” 

In order to comply with the requirements of tho act, and to make as perfect a return of 
the certified copies as possible, it will be necossaiy to adhere to the following instructions, 
in-esumiug you havo received the forms for certified copies rcfeiTed to above : — 

I. The entry in the certified form must bo a true or verbatim copy of tho cntiy of the 
marriage as it appears in the register books. 

H. Words iu explanation of omissions or citoiicous ontiies should not ho written citiicr 
in the register books, or in the certified foims, unless as directed by tho 76th section. 
Such entries as "information refused,” “particulars could not he ascoi-tained,” &e., ai-c not 
to be made. 

III. The maiTiages are to be entered in the “ certified forms,” in the order, and with tho 
same numbers as in the register books. 

IV. As these certified forms will bo bound in volumes, and indexed for the pm-posc of 
public roferoiiec in tho General Register Office, it is absolutely necessaiy that the sheets 
upon zvMoh the certified forms are entered, be ncitlier torn nor cut, and that pains bo taken 
when they are transmitted to the registrar of your district, to carefully fold and enclose 
them in the envelope, (together with the letter marked C 2,) herewith forwarded to you, in 
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tlie maimer directed on tLe inner side of it, and that they be not soiled or in anywise 
injured. 

The re^strar has received instructions to give an actnoivledgment on receipt of these 
forms, which you will Iiave the goodness to preserve. 

V. At the bottom of each page of certified forms is the certificate “which is to he given 
under your hand,” and the blanks filled by you according to the circumstances of the case; 
and in each page (though containing hut a single entry of marriage) the form of certificate 
at foot thereof must be filled up, as under : — 

EsTiDLisifED CnuBcn CERimCitt 

I, [William Jaclison,) Vicar of the parish of Saint Aadoen, in the county of the city of Dublin, do 
her^y certify, that the foreyoiny, coinprUing 4 ewTrics numbered 1 to 4, [or 5 to 8, or 9 to 11, &c., as 
the case may be,] is a true copy of du «jtries so numbered-, made in the marriage register books of the 
said parish of Saint Audocn. — Witness my hand this first day o/ July, 1845. 

Signed, [William Jackson,] Vicar. 

PnESBYTEEIAS CuTIEOH CERTIFICATE. 

/.[James Williams,] Presbyterian- Minister ^ the First Meeting-Louse, Banhridge, m the county 
of Down, do hereby certfy, Utat tkefojtgoing, comprising 4 entries nuvthered 1 to 4, [or 5 to 8, or 9 to 
11, &c., as the case may be,] is a true copy of the ent?-ies so nwnbered, made in the marriage register 
books of the said Mooting-house. Witness m-y hand this first day o/ Jn!y, 1845. 

Signed, [James Williams,] Minister. 

The litanhs are here printed in Iloman lettovs to show the manner in which they are to be filled tip. 

VI. Finding that misapprehensions exist in many ejuartors with respect to tlie mode of 
entering marriages in the duplicate register hooks, I beg to call yoiu attention to the 
following pai-ticulars, which arc req^uisito to a perfect compliance with the law in this 
matter: — 

That the marriage be entered in eac7t copy of tbc register books wbiclr have been fur- 
nished to you from this office ; any other registry is imperfect. 

That the columns in the register hooka be filled up according to the meaning attached 
to their respective headings in the schedulo (G.) appended to the act, and not in any 
other. 

Thus, thajirst column is already filled hj being numbered iu type. 

In the second column tlie date of the marriage is to ho inserted. 

The third column is to contain the names and siu'uamos in full of each of the patties 
married. 

In the fourth column, “ age,” the precise ago is not required if the parties have any 
ohioction to state it, but merely the words “of full age,” or “ minor,” as the case may be. 

futile fifth coZuHiJi, under ‘•condition,” you state whether bachelor or spinster, widower 
or widow. 

In the sixth coZitmii, “ rank or profession,” you insert the rank (if a person of rank), or 
occupation, or calling of each of the parties. If the female, as will generally be the ame, 
has not any rank or profe^on, you simply draw a stroke thus as in schedule (G). 

In the seventh column the exact loci^ty or residence at the time of marriage is to he 
stated. 

In the eighth column the name of the father of each party should be inserted at full 
length, whether he be living or dead ; if this cannot he ascertained, tlie column is to be 
left blank. 

And in the ninth column the rank, or the profession, or trade or calling of the father of 
each of the parties should be stated. 

Vn, WRere no marriage has been celebrated by you witliin the pai-ticular period for 
which you make a return, on application to the registrar of the district you will receive a 
•printed form, (named the “nil” return,) which you will fill up under your hand, certifying 
such to be the fact; this you will, when completed, return to tbe registrar, as directed by 
the 65th section, -with tlio letter annexed to it, marked C 3. 

. VIII. The time for which you are required to make tlic firet return of cei-tified forms, 
-embraces a period from the 1st of April to the 30th of Jime, 1845, both days mdusive, and 
these it would be desirable to send to the office of the district registrar on or before the 
I5th of July, that they may ho transmitted to this office. 

■ . IX. No certified copies can be received by the district registrar unless they be made on 
•the forms supplied from this office, — each registrar has received instructions to this effect,— 
as the paper on which these forms are printed, was expressly made for the pimpose, and 
beara the water mark, “register of mari'iages.” 

: , X. . The forms for certified copies are not, as some clergymen have supposed, for the 
purpose of filling up and handing to the parties as a certificate of them maiTiage, hut solely 
for the rcturas to be made pursuant to the act. 

XL A fui-ther supply of forms and register books will be fop'arded when required, 
arid I shall bo happy to give information relative to the entries to he made therein, 
on application to me by any of the clergy. 
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XII. I enclose a list of district registrars, who liave hecn appointed by tbc Lord Lieu- 
tenant, with their post-towns, in order that the *• certified forms” may be fonvarded to 
them, and that you inay apply to them for the nil" returns mentioned in paragraph 
YIL, where no mamage has been celebrated. 

Trusting that the Ibregoing particulai-s may he of service to you in the performance of 
this important duty, 

I have the lionour to be, reverend sii', your faithful servant, 

To the 2tev. IYilliam Donnelly, Registrar-GaicrciL 

or the o^^cUtting Ministe>' of the 



G. 



The General Register Office, I>uhlin, 

Rsv. Sin, October 1, 1845. 

I beg to forward the following forms, to enable you to mate tbe quarterly returns 
directed by tbe Marriages Act, to t!ie registrar of the district in which your churdi 
is situated, the receipt of which you will be so good as to aclmowledge on the printed 
paper enclosed for that pm-posc, viz. : — 



8 “ Nil” RetutEs. 

8 Tonns marked C 2, to accompany certified copies wlion forwarded to tlio registrar. 

8 Covers marked M, for the purpose of enclosing the ceHijied copm onZy to the registrar’. 



You will please to obseiwe that “ Nil” retm-ns are not to he transmitted to the regis- 
trars in these large covers. 

I hope that the several documents now’ sent, will ho taken such care of, as to enable 
you to make quarterly retunis up to the 1st of January, 1st of April, 1st of July, and 1st 
of Oct 9 bor in each year, for two yeai*s to come, from this date, wifliout requiring a further 
supply ; and I trast you will be so good as to make tho returns to the registi’ar of your 
district at your earliest convenience after the expiration of each quarter respectively, as 
it is of importance that no unnecessary dcLiy should take place in having thorn forwarded 
to this office. 

It is not necessary that your communications to the registrars should he prepaid. 

You are already aware tliat the districts are in all cases of equal extent with the 
Poor Law Unions, and the registi-ar holds his office in or near'the town or place where 
the -workhouse is situated. 

Allow mo to request, that you will now he so good as to make tho return for the 
three months ended the SOtA, September, to tho rogistrai’ of your district. 



To the Rev. 

or the officiating Ministei' of 



1 am, reverend sir, your faitliful sciwant, 

IViLLiAJi Donnelly, Registrar-General. 



^ The General Register Office, King's Inns, Dublin, 

June 18, 1845. 

I have to request that you will, without delay, transmit to this office a com'ect list 
ot ail the panslics withm your district, which, as you have been already infomed, is of 
equal extent with the Poor Law Union of 

In cases where parishes arc not wholly included within your distiict, you wiU give tho 
names of the townlamh -\vliicli arc ■witliin it ; and where tho parish church has not tho 
same name as the parisli in -n’hieh it is situated, state the name hy which tho church is 
commonly known. 

Also, whero a parish is divided, pai-t being in your district, and part in that of auothev 
registry, state if the pansh church is situated withiu your district ; and where there is 
more tiian one church m a parish, you wiU give tho names of such chm-clies or chapels as 
belong to tlie Estabhshed Chnrdi. ^ 

Much of this information you wiU probably be ahlo to procure on appheation to tho 
merk to the guai-dians at the workhouse, where the townland map (as compiled bv the 
Ordnance Smwey Depaitment) is_ generally to bo seen, or, if tins he not tho case, I trust 
tiiG clei-k not Lave any objection to assist you in procuring the required information. 

I hm^.with enclose forms to he fiUed up by you, with the foregoing pai-ticulars : dmuld 
an additional number be required, they will be forwarded on your applying for them to this 



To 



I am, sii‘, your obedient servant, 

William Donnelly, Registrar-General, 

Registrar of Mam'iages for the District of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




EJSeiSTEAB-aEIfEKA.L OF MAERIAOES DT IRELAND. 



Enclosuue. 



Names of tlio Parishes, &c., withia the district of the Registrar of Marriages for 



Pahisbes. 

tyiiere the parieli is not wholly incliuled in 
your district, state the names of tho 
townlands witliin it, under this head of 
“ PAaiSHES,” and also whether the parish 
church is in your district. 


dlAllUHr. 


Cons TV. 


Diocese. 


^^^le^e llie church iias 
not thcsainonameos 
the parish, state the 
name by which it is 
known, and also tiic 
names of such parishes 
as have nut any church. 













I. 



The General Register Office, King's Inns, Dublin, 
March 13, 1845. 

_ I herewith enclose tho bond which you arc required to execute in the presence of 
a Resident Magistrate, or of tlic Sub-Inspector of Constabukiy of the district in which 
you reside ; or, in the absence of these gentlemen, before the Distributer of Stamps 
nearest to you ; one of whom will be Hud enough to ivitnesa your signature to the bond 
by writing his name and adding his official calling. ’ 

Should your Christian or surname not be properly written, you will oon-oct the error, 
notmg any alteration at the foot of the bond previous to your signing it, opposite to which 
iteration the witness will be so good as to write his initials. 

You_ will return the bond to me, without delay, and at the same time, a post-office 
order, in my favour, for the sum of one pound fifteen shillings, being the amount of the stamii 
duty on the bond. ^ 

I send,, for the use of your office, a copy of 1^e ITarriages Act with Digest, to which 
I beg your immediate attention, and trust tliat you will make yourself conversant with 
Its provisions. 

I also enclose a copy of tlie general notice,* which has been akeady circulated 
your district, and which you will put up in your office for the information of all those who 
may require it. 

In the course of a few days, tho several books aud forms relating to your official duties 
will be forwarded to you. 

I am, 8U-, yoiu: obedient servant, 

William Donnelly, Registrar-General ' 

Registrar of MarHages fo^' the District of 



K. 

The General Register 0ff.ee, King's Inns, Dublin, 
Sir, Agril 14, 1845. 

Underneath you have a copy of the form of advortisomeut to bo sent to The Dublin 
Gazette and to a local paper for publication as required by the 7th and 27th sections of 
the Marriages Act, which you will have inserted in those papers at your earliest con- 
veuionce. 

Notice is hereby given, that a sepanito building, namedf sitaitod in iu the 

parish of in the county of in tho district of being a building certiiied 

according to law, as a placo of religious worship, was on tho day of 1S4 duly 

registered for solemnizing mairiages therein, jiursuaut to tho act of 7th and 8th, Vic., cap, 81. 

Witness my hand this day of 184 

J Registrar of Marriages fur the 
\ DiMrict cf . 

The above fonn of advertisement is to be published iu each case where a moetiug- 
house or building for religious worship within your district, has been registered at this 
office. 

I also forward copies of four forms — two for oaths, and two for declaiutions — together 
with a sheet of clauses to be written into said forms by you, according to the circumstances 
of the cose. 

• See Appendix E. -f Insert as described in tiie Entry of Registry. 
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Persons applying for licences must mate oath, before you, and also make a declaration 
before a magistrate, according to the forms now sent for your guidance ; and you will take 
care to require each party, seeking to obtain a licence, to sign his or her name and address 
to these forms, which you will preserve with the other records of your office. 

You will acknowledge the receipt of these documents, stating the number of each 
description received. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

To WiLLL ’ii Donnelly, Registrar-General. 

Registrar of Marriages for the District of 



L. 

The General Register Ofice, King’s Inns, Dublin, 
Sib, \st June, 1845. 

Herewith you will receive a printed form for the purpose of making a certified 
return to this office of all the marriages registered by you imdcr the provisions of the Act, 
7th and 8th Vic., cap. 81. 

The certified copies taken from your register book are to be carefully filled up by 
you in a plain legible hand and the suggestions to tlio clergy on tliis head, contained in 
my circular to them (a copy of which is enclosed, marked C i),“ strictly attended to. 

You will also receive “Nil” returns, in case no mamago has been celebrated by or before 
yoii, on which you will certify under your band that sucii hasbecn the fact, filling tlio bla-nkg 
carefully, and also “ Nil” returns for those places of worsliip belonging to the Established and 
Presbyterian Churches within your district, (wherein raaniages may be solemnized, but in 
which none have taken place during the three calendar months last preceding and ending 
30th June, 1845,) to bo furnished to the clci'gy on application to you. 

In case any marriages of the Society of Friends or of Jews have taken place, or that 
there is a registering officer of the former, or secretary of a synagogue, within your district, 
you will inform me, stating his address, that he may bo fumislicd with the certified form, 
or “ Nil ” retuim, as he may req’m’e. 

Covers (marked M) for the transmission to this office of the certified forms received 
from the clergy within your district a*e now sent, in which you will enclose each sheet, 
folded in the manner hereon directed, it being of the utmost importance, that every 
care should be taken to prevent these documents from being unnecessarily creased or soiled 
previous to their being deposited in tliis office. 

You will forward these certified copies to me when you shall have received all the rctunis 
which are to he made to you by tlie several clergymen, Presbyterian nunisters, registering 
officers of Quakci-s, and secretaries of synagogues withm your district, accompaiiicd by 
the printed letter herewith sent, (marked 11 2,) with any remarks which you may soo fit to 
malco, in the column left for that purpose, keeping copies of the letters which accompany 
them, for your own information, on the blank fonns now enclosed. If a printed letter 
does not accompany these certificates, you will request the person omitting to send it to 
forward one, as it will be your voucher that you have transmitted to my office all tho 
documents received by you, 

I enclose forms of receipt (marked R 1) to he-given to thoso persons from whom you 
receive the certified copies of marriages celebrated within your district from tho 1st of 
last Apidl to the 30th of June, both days inclusive, this being the firat qxiarterly return as 
directed by the act. The future quarterly returns will bo made up to the ls« of October, 
1st of January, 1st of April, and Isi of July in each year. Ccitified copies, or “ Nil” 
retm-ns, ai-e not to he received by you, unless Hioy are made on tlie jirintcd forms furnished 
from tliis office; and where a “Nil” return is sent to you on any other paper, you vrill 
enclose it to the clergyman from whom it came, together with one of tho “Nil” rctums, 
requesting he will have the goodness to furnish it on that printed form. 

I also enclose a hsfc of the district registrars for your information. 

Commtmicatioas relative to your office, which are not prepaid, should ho released by 
you, and an accurate account of the expense incm-red on this head (stating piu'ticulars) 
transmitted to me quarterly. 

As misapprehensions exist relative to granting licence for marriage by district registrars, 
I take this opportuuity of stating, that a registrar is not in any case empowered to grant 
a licence for mairiago in the Established Church, or in a Presbyterian Meeting-house ; ha 
can only grant licence for marriage in a registered building within liis district, or in his 
office, which you will at once perceive on reference to the 2 1 st section of the act. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Yl? "William Donnelly, Registrar-General. 

The Registrar of Marriages for the District of 



* See Appenilbc F. 
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M. 

The General Register Office, King's Inns, Dublin, 

^ .Time 21, 1845. 

Several applications having reached me from registrai-s, for forms of decLaration to 

be made before them previous to their granting hcon<^, tV* cases ly/terc parfAs tniendwo 

■niarnage hj licence have a conscientious objection to take <in oath, I herewith fonvard 
ior the use of your office the following number of such fonns, the receipt of wliich you will 
acknowledge. ’’ 

Sis foi-ms of deelai-atiou to be administered where both paiiies arc of full a'^e. 

Six forms of declai’ation to be administered in cases of minority. ° 

No liceuce is to be issued by a registrar until he shall have received from the pai-ty 
applying a declaration made before a magistrate,* on one of the forms fui-nished to you 
for that purpose, in addition to the form of oath forwarded to you on tlie 14th April, or in. 
addition to the declai’ation now sent. 

Tou wiU inform me of the names of the local papers in which you have advertised the 
Presbyterian Meeting-houses, and huildings wliichhave been certified to you, and registered 
at this office, as places of religious woiAliip wherein maniages may be lawfully solemnized ; 

also state the dates at which you have had these advertisements inserted in The Dublin 
Gazette, as required hy sections 7 & 27 of the act. 

AE cases of difficulty which may arise in the diechai-ge of your duty, should be com- 
municated to mo by letter, when I shall give you tho necessair instmetions for your 
guidance. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

‘William Donnelly, Registrar-General. 
The Registrar of Marriages for the District of 



N. 



The General Register Office, Dublin, ■■ 

SiK, October 1, 1845. 

With respect to the quarterly certificates to be received by you from the several 
clergymen, and others within your district, you will attend to the foEowing instrnctions 
in addition to those in my circular of the 1st June, 1845|: 

1st. AE communications from you should he prepaid, and such as are addressed to you, 
even though not prepaid, should be attended to. 

2nd._ You will forwai-d the returns to me in the same state in wliich you receive them, 
arranging them alphabetically, according to the parishes, placing “ certi^ed copies,’' letters 
C 2, “Nil” returns, and lettera R 2, in separate parcels, under the same cover, keeping the 
returns of the Established Chui-ch, Presbyterian ministers, and others, distinct. 

3rd. Previous to making your first transmiKiou of these forms in each quarter, it wiE 
be your duty to endeavour, as far as possible, to obt£un aU that are to be made, by writing 
to the clergy within your district, requesting them to send the retmna to you, in order to 
their being fomarded to this office; you wiE also bo careful to give the clergy every infor- 
mation in your power, whore it is required, and to act with aU duo courtesy mid attention 
towards them, and others with whom you may have intercourse in tho discharge of your 
duties. 

4th. You wiU advise me weekly relative to the progress made by you in procuring the 
several returns, sending your first onelosm’c of them to mo on the 16th of the months of 
January, April, July, aud October in each year, or before that date, if yon shaE have 
received aU of them from the several churches, &c., &c., witliin your district. 

“NE” retui'ns have been forw’arded to the several clergymen, and otherswho come under 
the provisions of the act, together with a circulai’ marked C 4, of which, amongst other 
forms, I enclose a copy for the use of your office, You wiE acknowledge the receipt of 
these forms ou the paper enclosed for that purpose, via. ; — 

5 “‘“J' *“ 

8 Registrar’s do. 

20 Letters marked R 1. 

10 Letters do. E 2. 

10 Leaves certified forms. 

16 Covers marked M. 

1 Letter C 4. 

I have to refer you to my cucnlar of June lastf for instructions relative to the use of 
these forms, and I trust you will take care that no unnecessary consumption of them 
occurs, the registrars being responsible for the several papera and documents transmitted 

* See Appendix K. t See Appendix L. 

D 
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to tliem from tills office; wlieii jour present supply ia exhausted, on application being 
made to me, such forms as are re<iuired shall bo forwarded to you. 

■When ti’ansmitting the returns to me, you will not enclose uuder the same covers in. 
which you forward them, any communication that does not relate exclusively thereto; and 
your letters should be wi-itten on a separate sheet or leaf of paper, and not on tho envelope 
containing these enclosures, &c. I find it necessary to make those observations, several of 
tho registrars having written their communications in a very unsatisfactory manner. 

Some of the district registrar, not having correctly registered tlie inarnagcs which have 
occurred in then- presence, but having permitted the pereons who officiated to sign the 
register book, I request your particular attention to that subject, and have to acquaint you 
that registrars should, in all cases, sign the i-egister hook in the manner pointed out in tho 
subjoined forms. The spaces in theregister hoch are in these forms filled in italics. 

1845. Marriage solemnized at the SegUtrar’s office in the town of AJ^effLeix^ in the district of 
Ahbeyleix. 

Married lu tlie Reguti-ar's office, according to thep'ovisi-ons of the act 7th and $fh Tic., chap. 81, hj 
licence (or) [on certificate'] by mo. 

— liegistrar. 

In the case of marriages in registered bnildiugs, the same spaces arc filled as under: 

Marriage solemuized at the Wesleyan Chapel in the toivn ami parish of Alheyleix, in the district of 
A ibeyleix. 

Married in the ahove registered huildlng according to Ihr. proviiio'.isffthe act 7lh and- Wi Vic., chap. 
81, hy licence (or) [on certificate by me. 

liegistrar. 

The person who perfonns the ceremony in a registered building, may, however, sign the 
register book as a witness. 

In consequence of some misapprehensions on the subject, you will observe that it is con- 
trary to the canons of the Church of England, for a minister of that church to perfoim 
the marriage ceremony in your office. 

In due time I will forward a form of postage account to be filled up by you ; and in 
writing for returns or forms, you will take care to mention them by their distinguishing 
marks, such as lottera E I, or R 2, &c., &c. Hereafter, it will not be necessary for you to 
keep copies of the letters marked C 2, as required bymy circular of June, 1845. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WiLLi.vij Donnelly, Hegistrar-Ocncral. 

The Registrar of Marriages for the District of 



0 . 

The General Rcgijitrr Office, Dublin, 
December 5\, 1845. 

I herewith enclose letters, that you may address one upon the last day of 

the quarter to each clergyman and Presbyterian minister (as ako to tho rogistcriiig officer 
of the Society of Fnends, and to the secretary of a synagogue, if any) within youi- district, 
in order to your procunng, and transmitting to this office, the certificates required by the 
65th section of the act, as soon after that date as possible. 

_ The quarters end on the 31st March, SOtli June, SOfch September, and 31st December 
in each year. ’ 

^ou will fill up and return the enclosed form of account, relative to tho expenses of your 

When your preseut stock of forms is exhausted, on ajiplication hoiiig made to me, statinff 
those which are requhed, a further supply will be forwarded to you. “ 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

William Donnelly, Registrar-Cenei-al 
The Registrar of Marriages for the District of 



Q The General Register Office, Dublin, 

February 9, 1846. 

With reference to yonr aocomit for tho half-year ended the 30th Soptomher 184S 
now under eonaderabon, I have to reiueet that, according to tho inetnictione in mi 
cironlar of June, 1845, you will furmsh mo with a detail of the poBtago- and also with 
vouchers for the stationery purchased for the use of your office ^ ^ ’ 

If these cannot bo procured, state the several articles furnished by vou for the pnhlie 
service, during the present half-year, with the quantity of each remaining on hand. ^ 
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la futm-e Tlea ferwardiaj yoni aecouat, you will transmit with it tie yonehem for th» 
stationery charged, and the partieolam of postage incurred hy you. ohsoSnn Xt ?or^ty 
your commumcaticm to this ofr.t are soi to beprepaid. "“erring taat Jierealter 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Dosnellt, 

nig Registrar of Marriages fm‘ the Distriet of 



The General Register Ofee, Dublia, 

A 1 *? I«i of Aprn.'feJtaraSittinK forms of 

declaration to bo made before a magistrate, by parties applying to yon for a niarriSce licence 
I haw to aconaiat yon, thatftomthe date hereof it wIuLt be necessary for yon to leoSS 
this declaration before a magistrate,* as the present Attorney-General is of oninion t^at it 
may now be dispensed «th, but the oath orXlaration will conttae to bSSistSid 
eSof tHf ““ “ ioretotore. You will return to this ofEce sSh 

copies of the former declarations as may not have been used. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

■V 71 LLUJI Donnelly, Registrar-Gaieral 
The Registrar of Marriages for the Distnct of 



Sir, 



To 



Constahvlarij Office, DuUin Castle, 
Decemher 10, 1845. 

Illegal Marruges. 

lufoimation hamg been received that in yavions places mamages arc not imftcquenflv 
solem^ed py degraded clei-gj-meii, or other unauthorized persons) contrary \o the 
provisions of the 7 and 8 Victoria, chap. 81 ; and the celebration of all such marriages 
being declared by the said act to be felony, the attention of the constaLulary is to be 
direc^ to tbs subject, in order that the persons above referred to (who' are it is 
understood, well known m their )-espcctive locaUties, and whose capture ought to be no 
toect^ duhculty to the police) may be apprehended and proceeded against as the law 

D. M'Greoor, Inspector- General. 

The General Register Office, Dublin, 
December' 18, 1845. 

Tour attention is paiiiicularly requested to the above most important circular, 
respecting the celebration of clandestine marriages in Ireland. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

ViLLiAii Donnelly, Registrar-General. 

The Registrar of Mamages for the District of 



S. 

The General Register Offc-c, Dublin, 
Sir, December 23, 1845. 

I have much pleasure in forwarding for your information tlic enclosed important 
circular relative to the celobratiou of illegal marriages in Ireland , which is now in course 
of extensive circulation throughout the coiuitry. 

I trust that the interference of the constituted authorities, and the determination of tlie 
Government to prosecute the parties who celebrate these clandestiuo mamages, in every 
ease where infoimations are sworn, will soon put a stop to a practice wbch is the source 
of so much crime and misery, 

I am, reverend sir, your faithful servant, 

WiLUAM Donnelly, Registrar-General. 

To the Reverend 



T. 

6, Upper Gardiner-street, Dublin, 

Rev. Sir, February 22, 1845. 

_ By the desire of the Lord Lieutenant I herewith send you the names of the 
foUoMnng large presbyteries which have returned but two ministers as licensors, under the 

* Soc Appendices K .ind M. t See Appendix R. 
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provisions of the Marriages Act, for his Exeelloncj’s approbation, and request that you 
■will be so good as to state the distances at ■which tlie respeeti've ministoi'S selected by your 
presbytery- reade from each other, as it does not. seem expedient to appoint licousci's who 
read© nearer to each other than about twelS'C miles, unless some special pp’ounds be shown : 
thus the averaff& distance which any individual requiring a niaiTiage licence would have 
to travel, would not exceed six miles; this, I trust, your presbytery will consider as fully 
meeting the convenience of every congi’egation, and, I liopc, take the uccessaiy steps to 
reduce the number of ministers selected by them accordingly, prior to their being sub- 
mitted for the consideration and approval of His Excellency. 

I am, reverend sir, your faithful servant, 

To the Rev. William Donnelly, Registrar- General. 

Clerk of the preshjUry of 

Presbyteries which have nominated two Licensers each. 

Belfast, ] Coleraine, j Newtownlimavady, 

Ards, I Derry, | Lettorkcuny, &c. 



U. 

General Register Office, King's Inns, Riiblin, 
Rev. Sir, March 18, 1S45. 

With reference to my circular of the 22nd ultimo, calling your attention to tlie 
appointment of licensing ministers by the presbytery of I beg to state 

it is very desirable that your presbytery he satisfied at present to nominate but two 
licensers for His Excellency’s approval, bearhig in mind, whon making your selection, 
the suggestions in that circular, with regard to the distawes at wliich these reverend 
gentlemen reside from each other, ■which I am happy to add, have been fully acquiesced 
in by thirty out of the thirty-five presbyteries, in connexion with the General Assembly. 

If after experience any inconvenience is found to arise from such an arrangement as that 
which I have recommended, I have the honour to state that the Lord Lieutenant ■will take 
the subject into consideration, with a 'view to its removal, on a representation being made 
to His Excellency to that effect by the General Assembly, which, I have leanied from many 
influential ministers, recommended at its last meeting, that hut two licensers should bo 
appointed by each presbytery, unless in some special eases ■where tlie congi’ogations were 
widely separated, as is iJio case with the Dublin, and a few other ^'ircsbytorics. Hoping 
for your reply at your earliest convenience, as the Marriages Act ■w'ill so soon, come into 
operation, 

I am, reverend sir, your fiiithful servant, 

To the Rev. William Donnelly, Registrar- General. 

Clerk of the Presbytes'y of 



DUBLIN ; PRINTED BY ALEXANDER THOM, 87, ABBEY-STREET. 
FOR HER MtJBSTT’S STAIIONERV OFFICE. 
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